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“The Weaverville Group” 


An editorial has recently appeared in the Presby- 
terian Outlook which should be ignored but for the 
necessity of keeping the record clear. 


The Outlook takes strong exception to the fact 
that representations were made to those arranging 
for the New Orleans Men’s Convention, urging 
that the speakers at the convention should not make 
the Convention platform a sounding board for the 
controversial question of union. We make no apol- 
ogy for these representations. By past experience we 
know that only too often the proponents of union 
have taken advantage of various occasions to pre- 
sent the cause of union. But, should those who op- 
pose use the same platform to present the other side 
they would be roundly denounced. 


The New Orleans Convention was an outstand- 
ing success because men heard great addresses on 
subjects calculated to inspire and enthuse them to 
greater work for our Lord. 


Finally, it may transpire that the ‘Weaverville 
group” really represents the overwhelming majority 
of the members of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
not that they represent a concentration of either wis- 
dom or power; but this one thing we know—they 
represent the position of historic Presbyterianism 
both in faith and also in polity. —H. B. D. 


News Item 


From the “Cincinnati Presbyterian” 


“At the closing Communion Service of the quad- 
rennial session of the Presbyterian Women at Pur- 
due in June, 150 women elders served 6,000 com- 
municants. This is said to be the largest service of 
its kind ever held at a Presbyterian gathering.” 
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Does It Work? 


Does the Gospel which we profess really work in 
our lives? This can be a very embarrassing ques- 
tion. No amount of orthodox profession can com- 
pensate for a life which denies that profession. Nei- 
ther can any attempts to “be good” take the place 
of our Lord’s righteousness, imputed to us by faith. 


It is a sobering fact that the average person with 
whom we come in contact knows little of our Chris- 
tian affirmations other than as he sees that faith 
translated into daily living. 


We are not referring to the outward veneer of 
civilized behavior which may even be characterized 
by a certain Satanic sweetness. Rather we are speak- 
ing of the fruits of the presence of the living Christ 
in our hearts, fruits which honor Him and which 
bring glory to His name. 


As we search our hearts let us see whether we 
have Christ’s Jove there; not simply love for those 
with whom we are associated by ties of family or 
friendship, but a love which is able to reach out 
to those with whom we disagree, who may have said 
and done things to injure us, or who are unattrac- 
tive and even revolting. It is an humbling experi- 
ence to admit how little love we have and how 
much we need to reach our Lord’s standard for us. 


Is our Christian life characterized by joy? Actual- 
ly the only people in the world who have the right 
to be happy are Christians. We know Who is with 
us now, and we know He has taken care for the fu- 
ture. A discontented, unhappy and complaining 
Christian is an anomaly and yet how often we 
belie our faith by a lack of joy, both on our faces 
and also in our hearts. 


A Christian should also have peace in his heart 
and live at peace with others. This does not mean 
an external peace bought at the price of compromise, 
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but it does mean peace with God through faith in 
Christ, the peace of God is shed abroad in our hearts, 
and peace as a characteristic of our attitude and 
dealings with others. 


Another fruit of the indwelling Spirit is patience. 
How often we lose our witness and testimony for 
Christ by impatience! How often others can see no 
likeness of Christ in us because we become im- 
patient! What about the man in the car ahead when 
the light has turned green and he has not started? 
An impatient toot of the horn can speak volumes. 
What about the person who has been discourteous, 
or inconsiderate, or just plain dumb? How do we 
react to him? 


Does the person of the world see kindness in our 
face and in our actions to others. What a travesty 
on the name “Christian” to be unkind to others! 
Kindness is an outward expression of love and it is 
also often an outward expression of an inner self 
control. It is something which needs to be practiced. 


Generosity, not only with material possessions but 
also with our time and talents, should be a charac- 
teristic of the Christian. The “second mile,” the 
— hand given gladly is the fruit of a generous 

eart. 


Faithfulness, meekness (or adaptability), and 
self-control are other evidences of the in-dwelling 
Christ. Do people see these things in us? 


As we consider these attributes of what a Chris- 
tian should exhibit in his or her life we are brought 
face to face with the fact that such a life can be 
lived only by the power of God’s transforming grace 
in our lives and by a continued seeking to know Him 
and to be filled with His presence. 


No one can be a Christian until he has recognized 
his own sinfulness, confessed and turned from his 
sins by God’s grace and accepted His Son as his 
Redeemer and Lord. But, surely there must also be 
manifested to an unbelieving and lost world the 
glorious fact that the Gospel works and that it is 
working in our own lives. 


Paul, writing to the Philippians, gives a picture 
of what a true Christian is like— 


“That ye may be blameless and harmless (sin- 
cere), the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst 
of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye 
shine as lights in the world. Holding forth the word 
of life.” 


Is it working in our lives? 


—L.N.B. 


In A Case 
Of This Kind 


The Church Union question has brought strange 
things to light. ° 


Out of a pure heart and good conscience and 
faith unfeigned, there are Southern Presbyterians 
who feel that the only proper thing to do is to 
hold intact the Church’s witness to the historic 
Gospel. They hear that such witness will be 
minimized or submerged or even lost in a union 
where the controlling leadership of the largest 
of the principals is so evidently liberal in theology, 
and in administrative procedure so contrary to 
that which they believe to be the Church’s true 
interests and even its God-given commission. They 
are not greatly alarmed for the ultimate triumph 
of the truth; they are tremendously concerned 
regarding the Church’s witness to the truth. 


The most devoted anti-union folk appreciate 
the desires of those favoring union, and grant that 
they have some basis for their position. What 
they cannot understand is why all who are simply 
standing for the faith once delivered, should be 
called disrupters of the Church and provokers of 
scandal, and reactionaries, preservers of hostilities, 
enemies of the Cross of Christ who keep His 
wounds from healing. They cannot see that those 
who for principle’s sake hold to the historic Gospel 
and the Calvinistic Creed and a subscription to 
that creed that means what it says, should be 
the ones in error, while those who brush aside 
definite doctrine and who believe in inclusivism 
and who refuse to face facts regarding recreancy 
to the faith, are of the ones who are right! A 
famous newsman once remarked of the notable J. 


: Gresham Machen that he was thrown out of the 


U.S.A. Church solely because he took his ordina- 
tion vows seriously and insisted that his brethren 
do the same. 

Again, it is difficult to understand why what 
amounts to a campaign of suppression is apparently 
still going on. Elders in several large Churches 
have reported that the pastors have tried to pre- 
vent their people from hearing both sides of 
union. Pastors refuse even to give announcement 


of meetings where speakers present each side of 


the case. Convocations, assemblies of various 
types, even Young Peoples’ Conferences, have 
been held where only the pro-union side was pre- 
sented, with no opposition views allowed. And 
one gets the impression that speakers who are of 
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the anti-persuasion are carefully screened out lest 
gatherings hear the “‘other’’ side. 


On the “straw-vote,” one who is a Presbyterian 
can hardly imagine Presbyterianism being contrary 
to ethics. By how much is it less un-Presbyterian 
to have such a vote after union than before it! 
(not forgetting the statement by the USA Stated 
Clerk that the post-union vote is a “matter of 
grace, not of right’’!) Presumably some pastors 
would be greatly relieved to know beforehand, 
lest waiting till after union, they be suddenly 
without charges! And further, in view of the evi- 
dent fact that all of the funds for all of the 
Church’s enterprises and buildings of every char- 
acter, including also the pastor’s salaries, derives 
from the Church members, it would not appear 
too un-Presbyterian to learn what those very peo- 
ple, who do the paying, think on the matter, and 
to act in that light. Would it not rather appear 
unethical not to do so! Also common sense and 
the likelihood of far less wrangling, seem to indi- 
cate it to be much wiser to learn the mind of the 
congregation before it is voted in (maybe contrary 
to its own choice!) than to ascertain its sentiments 
within the one year after it is willy-nilly voted in! 


The wise and godly representative who is to 
cast the vote in the Presbytery,—no more wise 
and godly than many in the pew, would surely 
want to know in THIS KIND OF MATTER, 
what his constituency thinks, lest in being so 
“Presbyterian” as to refuse to permit the tram- 
meling of his judgment by any outside influence, 
he be also unethical in mis-representing his con- 
gregation. We think it odd indeed that a repre- 
sentative would vote in ignorance of his people’s 
judgment, or knowingly, in contradiction of that 
judgment. A representative should REPRESENT 
the will of the majority in either direction, even 
a preponderating majority, in a case of THIS 


KIND! 


All of which is involved here makes this the 
most momentous question that has yet come before 
our generation. An intelligent public opinion is 
the true basis for a representative republic whether 
in State or in Church. There are cases where 
“vox populi, vox dei.” The General Assembly 
has declared with simple justice that all light be 
given and full discussion be held. Why? For 
what purpose? Surely if a people by Assembly 
recommendation, hear and know the facts and 
thereupon make conclusions in the light of such 
knowledge, then to refuse to implement what is 
thus brought to light, and to disregard popular 
conclusions utterly, lacks the element of sanity, 
to say naught of justice! —R. F. G. 


Minister desires interview with pulpit commit- 
tees seeking pastor. For further details write 
c/o Box 68, Southern Presbyterian Journal, 


Weaverville, N. C. 
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Mary — Philosophy — Christ 
Which? 


According to Associated Press dispatches dated 
October 23rd and November Ist, Pope Pius XII 
has published an encyclical to the bishops of the 
Roman Catholic Church declaring the Virgin 
Mary to be the Queen of Heaven. The encyclical 
is dated October 11, 1954, while the second dis- 
patch tells of the Pope’s crowning an ancient 
image of the Virgin on November Ist and pro- 
claiming her Queen of Heaven and Earth. In 
the future, May 3lst is set aside as the feastday 
of Mary’s regality, on which day humanity is to 
be consecrated to her “immaculate” heart. The 
Pope called on the Virgin’s “unending goodness” 
to “obtain for men who are solicitous of their 
responsibilities the grace to overcome despondency 
and indolence.” 


Presumably, this action is the climax of the cele- 
bration of 1954 as the Marian Year, but there 
are indications from Rome that ere long Mary 
will also be declared Co-redemptoress or equal 
sharer with our Lord Jesus Christ in the salvation 
of God’s people. 


If we could get the ear of our Roman Catholic 
brethren, we would call to their attention the 
Marian direction of their dogmas. In 1854 the 
Pope enunciated the dogma of the Immaculate 
Conception of the Virgin, that is, that her parents 
begat her without sin in the act of conception. 
In 1931 in his Lux Veritatis, the Pope invited the 
Protestant rebels against their rightful Pope and 
Patriarch to return to the obedience of the ‘mother 
Church” and so share in the intercessions of the 
Virgin. In 1950, the dogma of the Assumption 
of the body of the Virgin into heaven was prom- 
ulgated. In 1951, visions of Mary were proclaimed 
by the Pope. 1954 has been set aside as the Marian 
Year with such pronouncements as are indicated 
above. In other words every dogma of the last 
one hundred years, set forth by the Pope, has had 
relation to the Virgin. The one apparent excep- 
tion to the above statement is the Dogma enun- 
ciated by the Vatican Council of the Infallibility 
of the Pope when speaking ex cathedra. This is 
not a true exception, since the Pope acted on the 
assumption of his infallibility in proclaiming the 
Dogma of the Immaculate Conception so that the 
Vatican Council would have had to set aside the 
enunciation of that Marian Dogma had they 
turned down his request to declare Papal In- 
fallibility. Or otherwise put, every act of the 
infallible Pope speaking ex cathedra has been a 
proclamation of the glory of Mary—save only the 
one act that gave him the right to make such 
proclamations of her glory. 


Over against such emphasis some of our Roman 
Catholic friends may properly call attention to 
the fact that at times their spokesman glorifies 
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Christ better than does the Protestant spokesman. 
We remember the recent publication in a popular 
periodical of Fulton J. Sheen’s magnificent state- 
ment of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ as the 
real meaning of Easter; while on the opposite 
page there was a philosophical argument for im- 
mortality by the President of the largest Protestant 
ecclesiastical body in the nation. Perhaps, our 
danger is philosophy, while their’s is Mariolatry. 
Certainly, the Southern Presbyterian Journal holds 
no brief for any statement of the faith that puts 
either philosophy or Mariolatry in place of or 
alongside of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is not 
fooled by either. His purpose is that to Christ 
every knee shall bow and every tongue confess 
Him as Lord, and He blesses those who use their 
position in the Church to that end—whether they 
be Pope or President. 


Nevertheless, over against the direction of Papal 
dogma of the last century there stands the other 
emphasis in the early Church. The central motif 
in the Apostles’ as in the other ancient creeds is 
the Lord Jesus Christ. The First Ecumenical 
Council declared Him true and eternal God; 
the Second that He became also complete man; 
the Third that He Who is truly God became 
also truly man in One Person; the Fourth that 
this One Person exists in two distinct natures, the 
Divine and the human. We ask our Roman Cath- 
olic neighbors to place side by side the dogmas 
of the early Christian Church centering in Christ, 
and the dogmas of the infallible Pope centering 
in the Virgin Mary—and note the contrast. Pro- 
fessor George A. Barrois, now of Princeton, for- 
merly of the Catholic University, has well said 
that the Dogma of the Assumption of the Virgin 
“certainly obscures the uniqueness and _all-suf- 
ficiency of Christ as Saviour.” * | | 


Then we also ask the President of this great 
American Protestant organization and all other 
Protestants who are inclined to use Easter for 
their philosophizing on immortality—rather than 
for a mighty witness to the Resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead—to heed the testimony of 
the Protestant Reformers. Erasmus, the brilliant 
Roman Catholic opponent of Luther, had this to 
say of the primitive Protestants: “Some French- 
men are still more out of their wits than even 
the Germans. They have five expressions always 
in their mouths: Gospel, Word of God, Faith, 
Christ, Holy Ghost; yet I doubt whether they 
be not urged on by the spirit of Satan.” 


Erasmus could doubt what he pleased, but God 
blessed the Reformers when they centered every- 
thing on Christ, just as He also blessed the early 
Christian Church when Christ was her Lord, her 
Saviour, her theme, her dogma, her life. 


Wm. C. R. 
*Theology Today, Jan. 1951, p. 466. 
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HEALTHY, SICK, OR DEADP 
By Gordon H. Clark 


In these times when religious periodicals are 
so full of politics and so empty of Biblical exposi- 
tion, the ignorance of the people is so great that 
every doctrine of the Westminster Confession needs 
vigorous proclamation. As we look at the doctrine 
of sin in Chapter VI, it is hard to avoid thinking 
that it meeds even a more vigorous presentation 
than the others. This natural reaction may be 
exaggerated, but the chapter: surely contains a 
wealth of material pertinent for our careless age. 


Chapter IV had said that man was created 
righteous; the present chapter adds that our first 
parents sinned, and “by this sin they fell from 
their original righteousness, and communion with 
God, and so became dead in sin, and wholly defiled 
in all the faculties and parts of soul and body.” 


Roman Catholicism holds that man was not 
created positively righteous, but, rather, neutral; 
after his creation God gave him an extra gift 
of righteousness; and when Adam sinned, he lost 


the extra gift and fell back to the neutral state . 


in which he was created. Thus man’s present con- 
dition, according to Romanism, is not too bad. 
The Bible and the Confession say that man fell 
far below the estate in which he was created and 
is now wholly defiled in all his faculties and parts. 

The modernists have a better opinion of them- 
selves than even the Romanists have. If the race 
fell at all, it was an upward evolutionary fall; 
and man has been making rapid progress. ever 
since. Herbert Spencer set the norm for much 
modernistic preaching in his prediction that the 
little evil remaining on earth would vanish*in a 
short time. Books were written about moral man 


in an immoral society. that needed only a good © 


dose of socialism to become utopian. Ministers 
dilated on human perfectibility. And in the sum- 
mer of 1914 a college president and Presbyterian 
elder had almost finished a book to prove there 
would be no more war. He had forgotten what 
Christ said. Now, forty years later, two world 
wars and the brutality of totalitarian governments 
have shaken the confidence of this type of muddle- 


headedness. 


The neo-orthodox are now ready to admit that 
something is wrong with man. But do they agree 
with the Bible as to what this something is? Does 
their obscure mixture of a few Biblical phrases 
and a great deal of esoteric terminology mean that 
man is dead in sin, “utterly indisposed, disabled, 
and made opposite to all good, and wholly in- 
clined to all evil”? One thing is clear: the neo- 
orthodox deny that the guilt of Adam’s sin was 
imputed to his posterity. Adam was not our rep- 
resentative in his trial before God. Indeed, Adam 
is only an unhistorical myth. And yet these men 
have had the effrontery to claim that they, rather 


PAGE 5 


 - 


e 
nN 
il 
ad 
} - 
n 
y 
O 
e 
r 
4 
j 
| 
> 4 
5 
‘ 
i 
; 


than we, preserve the position of the Reformers, 
Let them read the Confession. 


We too should read the Confession. And we should 
preach it with vigor. Not only have Romanists, 
modernists, and neo-orthodox departed from the 
teachings of the Bible, but there are also others, 
who in spite of professing to adhere to the Scrip- 
ture, have diverged, sometimes widely, from the 
truth. 


There was a Bible professor in a Christian col- 
lege who taught that man was a sinner, man was 
in a bad way, man was sick in sin. Now, salvation, 
so this Bible professor explained it, is like medicine 
in the drug store; and the sick man ought to drag 
himself to the store and get the medicine, and be 
cured. There was also a convinced Presbyterian 
on this faculty, who taught in accordance with 
the Westminster Confession. So evident to the 
students was the contrast between these two the- 
ologies that the President disconnected the Pres- 
byterian from his post. 


The Bible and the Confession teach that man 
is not just sick in sin; he is dead in sin; and salva- 
tion rather than being compared with medicine 
is compared with a resurrection. 


Another form of minimizing sin is the belief 
that sinless perfection is possible in this life. The 
Confession says, ‘““This corruption of nature, during 
this life, doth remain in those that are regenerated ; 
and although it be through Christ pardoned and 
mortified, yet both itself, and all the motions 
thereof, are truly and properly sin.” 


The error of the “holiness” groups is similar 
to the Romanist and modernist error in that it 


is a failure to recognize the exceeding sinfulness 


of sin. To them, sin seems rather superficial, and 
therefore it can be eradicated in this life. ‘They 
sometimes restrict sin to “known sin.” But if 
the aim of the Christian life is merely to avoid 
known sin, then the more ignorant of the law 
we are, the more righteous we would be. 


Yet for all their sinless perfection, these are 
the people who hold that one can lose one’s salva- 
tion and become unregenerate a second time. This 
shows that the Scriptural view of sin, so accur- 
ately summarized in the Confession, has far reach- 
ing implications. Its force is seen in the nature 
of salvation, the perseverance of the saints, the 
varieties of free will, the imputation of Christ’s 
righteousness, and in fact throughout the whole 
system. Nor should we be satisfied with knowing 
only a part. We need the complete Confession. 


PINKING SHEARS 
Only $1.95 postpaid. Chromium plated, preci- 
sion made. Manufacturer’s Christmas overstock. 
Guaranteed $7.95 walue or money refunded. 
Order by mail. Lincoln Surplus Sales, 1704 West 
Farwell Avenue, Chicago 26, Illinois. 
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Billy Graham Team Close 
Month-Long Crusade In New 
Orleans Famed “Sugar Bowl” 
At Tulane Stadium, October 
31; 61,500 Persons Attend 
Final Meeting; West Coast 
Tour Follows 


New Orleans, November 2 — spEcIAL — At- 
tendance records for evangelistic meetings inthe 
State of Louisiana were shattered on Sunday, Oc- 
tober 31, when 61,500 persons assembled in New 
Orleans famed “Sugar Bowl” for Billy Graham’s 
final sermon. Not only the people of the State of 
Louisiana and the City of New Orleans rallied for 
this closing meeting of the Greater New Orleans 
Evangelistic Crusade, but flanked on either side of 
the young evangelist on the specially constructed 
platform were the government and religious lead- 
ers of the City and of the State including Gover- 
nor Robert F. Kennon and Mayor deLesseps Mor- 
rison. 


Governor Kennon, Chief Executive of the State 
of Louisiana, spoke briefly before the vast crowd 
and made his own appeal for dedications to Christ 
when he said: ‘“‘Almost all of us expect to improve 
our personal relations with God one of these days 
. . . let’s become Christians and better Christians 

. now is late enough.”’ Mayor Morrison, New 
Orleans’ first citizen, declared: “This crusade is 
something New Orleans can be proud of. The 
thousands of people who have heard Billy Graham 
during his mission here I’m sure are better citizens 
and better Christians.” 


Beneath a brilliant sun and cloudless sky for this 
final message in New Orleans Billy Graham used 
as his subject, “Will God Spare America?” He told 
the vast audience in the great bowl-shaped amphi- 
theatre, ‘Ever since Adam, his creation and his 
fall, man has tried to ascend to the status of prophet, 
priest and king.” Then moving into the story of 
Moses on Mt. Sinai, he said: ‘‘Just as Moses ad- 
monished the Israelites in that day that they must 
‘choose whom they would serve,’ so I beg of you 
today, take your stand. All of you who want to be 
on the Lord’s side, get up out of your seat and come 
stand here.” Warning his great hushed out-door 
congregation that God Who spared not the angels, 
Who spared not the Ancient World and Who even 
spared not His own Son, would not spare them in 
the Day of Judgment, the young evangelist made 
a final plea for repentance in New Orelans. Moving 
quietly from their seats down the long ramps and 
across the playing field of the famous stadium which 
has seen outstanding football competition, were 814 
persons whose decisions for Christ were recorded. 


Pelican Stadium Meetings Average 15,000 
On Sundays And 10,000 On Week Nights 


Beginning October 3 at Pelican Stadium, home 
of the New Orleans Baseball Club, the Greater 
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New Orleans Evangelistic Crusade continued night- 
ly and Sunday afternoons, under the sponsorship 
of cooperating churches and laymen. Dr. J. D. Grey, 
Pastor of First Baptist Church in New Orleans 
was Chairman and Dr. N: H. Melbert, Pastor of 
First Methodist Church was co-chairman together 
with Mr. Chris Nungesser leading businessman of 


the City. 


Regular seating at the baseball stadium which 
could accommodate 10,000 was augmented by 
benches placed on the playing field to hold an ad- 
ditional 4,800 persons. In spite of a variety of 
weather conditions which ranged from extreme heat 


to unseasonal cold and which also included several 


nights of intermittent showers when umbrellas were 
in prominence, attendance averages showed 10,000 
for the nightly meetings and 15,000 on the Sunday 
afternoons. A steady downpour of rain for several 
hours one day made it necessary to cancel the meet- 
ing entirely for that night. No alternative inside 
auditorium was available to handle the crowds thus 
causing the cancellation. 


On Monday, October 4, New Orleans papers 
carried front-page stories and pictures of the Billy 
Graham Crusade opening side by side with accounts 
of the Marian Year Mass demonstration staged by 
Catholics of the area. Long time residents of New 
Orleans announced it was the first time in 
memory that religion had taken front-page prom- 


-inence in the city. At his initial meeting Mr. Gra- 


ham told his audience, “This great city needs God 
perhaps more than any other city in the United 
States.” An audience of 10,000 heard his first mes- 
sage in spite of threatening clouds which finally gave 
way to a driving shower on the closing note of the 
afternoon service. Papers also made note of the fact 
that “the young minister was framed by a rainbow, 
impressively visible to the crowd in Pelican Stadium, 
as the last of 117 converts strode reverently to the 
platform at the close of this first meeting.” 


Statistics Of Crusade Do Not 
Even Begin To Show True Results 


A great tent was erected just behind one side of 
the platform in Pelican Stadium to serve as the 


“counselling room” for those making decisions for . 


Christ for which 550 regular trained counsellors 
and 350 reserves were on hand. In the City about 
which many people said it would be impossible to 
hold an evangelistic crusade the recorded results 
alone tell a story of how God answered prayer to 
accomplish His purposes. However, the statistics as 
such which total some 6,000 registered decision 
cards, are far inadequate in the face of other values 
derived in the changed lives of church leaders and 
civic officials. 


Organized effort such as was evident during Oc- 
tober’s religious revival in New Orleans was hither- 
to unknown in this City. An editorial in the Times 
Picayune pointed out that never before had it been 
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GOOD REASONS 
for a CHURCH 
EXTENSION ANNUITY 


as the safest 

. returns up to 7% 

PERMANENT .. your income is fixed, 
sure, regular 

COMPLETED GIFT . . not involved 
with later legalities 


TAX DEDUCTIBLE .. in part from your 
income 


TROUBLE-FREE .. 
no anxiety about 
fraud, theft, loss 


WITNESS FOR 
CHRIST . . later 
fulfilling annuity 
obligation. 


“Facing the Future 
with Your Money for 
CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH” 


G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 


BOARD of CHURCH EXTENSION 


341-B Ponce deLeon Ave., N. E., Dept. B-3, Atlanta, Ga. 


possible to get even 200 people together successfully 
for a choir and that this Crusade had enrolled over 
1500 voices from local church choirs, 1,000 of whom 
were appearing every night. 

Recruited also from New Orleans churches were 
675 men to serve as ushers for the month-long dura- 
tion. Late working hours made it necessary for 
many of these faithful business men to go direct 
from their office or other places of work to the 
Stadium to be on duty when the gates were opened 


at 6:00. 


Making a mighty impact on the religious life of 
the city was the more than 24,000 Prayer Partners 
who began holding “Cottage Prayer Meetings’ in 
some 750 homes throughout New Orleans one 
month in advance of the crusade opening. ‘“Chris- 
tianity” for the first time has become a daily topic 
of conversation here. 


Included among those who made decisions for 
Christ were people from all walks of life—civic of- 
ficials, factory workers; whole families came togeth- 
er at times, and interspersed with the converts were 
many colored people with counsellors of the opposite 
race right along beside them. An outstanding athlete 
—Davis Cup Winner, a well-known newspaper 
man, a prominent doctor—all these and many other 
changed lives help make the story of the Greater 
New Orleans Crusade. 
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Extra Meetings Addressed By Dr. Billy 
Graham In New Orleans Outstanding In Scope 


Statistics are not available or possible for num- 


_ bers who heard the Gospel Message preached by the 


evangelist outside the regular crusade meetings. Be- 
ginning with the main address for the United Fund 
kick-off attended by 1200 civic leaders on October 
5, and then two days later speaking to over 400 men 
of the Members Council of Association of Com- 
merce in the City, Mr. Graham spoke to all major 
civic clubs, to students at Tulane University, em- 
ployees of several leading department stores, stu- 
dents at the New Orleans Theological Seminary 
and visited hospitals in the city as well. On Sunday 
morning October 17, he addressed 8,000 Presby- 


terian Men here for their National Convention. 


Evaluation Of Crusade Results 
Given By New Orleans’ Ministers 


Dr. N. H. Melbert, Pastor of the First Meth- 
odist Church, had the following to say concerning 
the crusade: 


“I think it made a very profound impression 
upon the City of New Orleans and it has given 
courage and strength to all of the Protestant 
forces in the city. My own church has been 
wonderfully blessed. The leadership of my 
church, the First Methodist Church of New 
Orleans, has been revived and we feel that it 
was a great blessing to have had Billy Graham 
come our way.” 


The Rev. William C. Acosta, Episcopal Clericus 
Chairman, commented on the blessings received 
from the Crusade. He said: 


“There can be little doubt but that the entire 
month produced an inspired, religious talking 
citizenry. And surely all Churches experienced 
an increase in attendance and the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit. Beyond the membership of the 
several Communions of our Diocese, the realis-. 
tic efforts of this evangelism reached far out 
into the masses of humanity, the influence go- 
ing far beyond the large attendances, out into 
the big and little pathways of life. Many peo- 
ple will live better lives because Billy Graham 


has been here and many will find their way 
into Christ’s Church.” 


Dr. J. D. Grey, Pastor of New Orleans First Bap- 
tist Church, spoke on the “Hour of Decision” over 
two networks coast-to-coast October 31, and said 
in part: 


During the past four weeks we have seen the 
greatest demonstration for Christ in the his- 
tory of New Orleans. The evangelistic crusade 
has made the mightiest impact on this city of 
any event, possibly in its 236 years history. The 
churches have been strengthened. Ministers are 
unanjmous in their thanksgiving for what this 
crusade has meant to their own church. It has 
caused the entire city to discuss religion. The 
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Team has carried the uncompromising mes- 
sage of Christ in special meetings to depart- 
ment Stores, colleges on radio and television and 
to the civic clubs where the gospel is rarely 
preached. The climax of the Crusade which 
saw nearly 62,000 people packing Tulane Sta- 
dium in itself has been a phenomenon in the 
City of New Orleans.” 


Special Meeting Held In Baton Rouge 
October 25; Attended By 25,000 


Taking what was to have been one of the few 
“rest nights” during the month, the Billy Graham 
Team traveled to Louisiana’s Capitol City, Baton 
Rouge, for a one-night service. A crowd of 25,000 
jammed Memorial Stadium there to hear the evan- 
gelist’s message in Baton Rouge, and 616 persons 
answered the invitation to accept Christ as Saviour 


and Lord. 


Graham And Team On West Coast 
For Special Meetings In November 


With no lengthy crusade scheduled until next 
March in Glasgow, Scotland, the evangelistic team 
will spend several days with their families and then 
travel to the West Coast. That schedule is as fol- 
lows: November 20 and 21—Portland, Oregon; 
November 23 and 24 , Seattle; November 27, San 
Francisco; November 28, Sacramento; and Decem- 


ber 10, El Paso, Texas. 


Still They 
Vote Against Union 


Columbus, Georgia 

October 31, 1954 

At a congregational meeting held in the First 

Presbyterian Church here this morning, the vote 
on union was as follows: 


Against Union 191 
For Union 111 


Still They Come 


This note appears in the weekly bulletin of the 
Second Presbyterian Church, Greenville, 8. C. 


INFORMATION: In the October monthly 
meeting of the Session of this church, the subject 
of the union with the U.S.A. Presbyterian Church 
was discussed at length. A motion was to the 
effect that the time had come for the members 
of the Session to express themselves as to how they 
stand on the organic union. The vote was taken 
by standing. It was an overwhelming vote against 
organic union with the U. S. A. Presbyterian 
Church. As your representatives, we deem it our 
duty and responsibility to inform you, the mem- 
bers of this Second Church, of our action. 

(Signed ) 
The Session. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


i 
>, 
3 
4 
d 

as 
¢ 

¢ 


14 
st 


They That Be Wise 


He never lost sight of the goal. In preaching 
aid praying and personal conversation he pressed 
toward the mark. At church he studied new faces 
and sought them out at its close. His hearty hand 
grasp held until he had secured the address of each 
one. His Sabbath’s work was not done until he 
had written a note to each new found friend and 
put that challenge in the post box near the manse 
by midnight. Many a man was startled to find in 
his early Monday mail a heart call to think more 
seriously on his own soul problem. 


All the names of the unsaved went on his private 
prayer list. In his study’s seclusion he reached for 
his secret scroll. It was a foot wide and unwound 
beyond his arm’s length. On his knees, on the floor, 
he unrolled the scroll, and with his finger going 
down the long list, name after name, that remark- 
able man interceded with God like Moses of old. 


Then he went out in definite search. By day 
and by night, in the office, on the street, in the 
home, or the hospital, at the banquet, or on jour- 
neys oft, he was all things to all men to win some. 
Perhaps no other man in the Presbyterian Church 
attained such distinction for personal soul winning 
as beloved Dr. Wm. M. Anderson, Sr., of the 
First Presbyterian Church, Dallas. 


Some faded notes that were Dr. Anderson’s 
guide in three special soul winning talks are printed 
by special permission, that they may bless those who 
would follow his successful quest: 


A. The Personal Worker's Need: Love God 
and men; know the person’s needs; work hard; 
have courage to dare; develop the passion for souls; 
be persistent; depend upon Christ, His Word and 
the Holy Spirit. 


B. The Personal Worker's Approach: Make 
an accurate prayer list; be definite, direct, tactful; 
report to your pastor; invite prospects to church; 
pray with them; write them; ask them, “Why are 
you not a Christian and church member?”; give 
your experience; use your Bible and trust the Holy 
Spirit constantly. 7 


c. The Personal Worker at Work: Find out 
your friend’s exact difficulty; apply the Bible; pray 
with him; lead him to pray for himself; urge im- 
mediate decision for Christ; never argue; expect 
the Holy Spirit to finish the work. 


He being dead yet speaketh that “they that be 
wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament 
and as the stars forever and ever.” 

—Source Unknown. 


Minister desires interview with pulpit commit- 


tees seeking pastor. For further details write c/o 
Presbyterian Journal, Weaver- 
Vi e, 
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Still They Come 

At a meeting of the session of the St. James 
Presbyterian Church, King William, Va., Sept. 
19th, at which all members were present, also three 
of the deacons, the following resolution was of- 
fered by Elder John Mec. P. Lacy, seconded by 
Elder B. C. Garrett, Jr., and unanimously adopted. 


Whereas, the General Assembly of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church at its meeting held in May 
of this year voted to submit to the respective Pres- 
byteries the question of the merger of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church with the other branches of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States, and 


Whereas, in the humble opinion of the Session 
and Officers of St. James Presbyterian Church, the 
said proposed merger is not in the best interest of 
our church or the Southern Presbyterian Church 
as a whole, and does not represent the wishes of 
a very large majority of the members of the Sputh- 
ern Church. 


Now Therefore Be It Resolved by the Session 
and Officers of St. James Presbyterian Church 
present that we go on record as opposing said 
merger. 


The following resolution was offered by B. C. 
Garrett, Jr., seconded by John McP. Lacy and 


was also unanimously adopted: 


Whereas, at the meeting of the General Assem- 
bly of the Southern Presbyterian Church held in 
May of this year, it was recommended that segre- 
gation of races be abolished in our Southern Pres- 
byterian Church, and 


Whereas, at a meeting of the Synod of Virginia, 
held in August of this year it was also recom- 
mended that segregation of races be abolished in 
our churches in Virginia, and that a committee 
be appointed to appear before the Commission ap- 
pointed by the Governor of Virginia, to study the 
matter of continued segregation in our public 
schools to urge that segregation be abolished in the 
public schools of Virginia, and 


Whereas, we feel that the action taken by the 
General Assembly of our church and the Synod 
of Virginia, does not reflect the views and wishes 
of a very large majority of the lay members of 


our church, and is not in the best interest of good 


relations between the two races, and such subject 
has no place in our church, and is doing great 
harm to the advancement of the cause of religion. 


Now Therefore Be It Resolved by the Session 
and Officers present of St. James Presbyterian 
Church, that we go on record opposing the actions 
taken by our General Assembly and the Synod 
of Virginia, on this matter, and we favor continued 
segregation in our churches and in the public schools 
of our State. 
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THE BAR SINISTER 


By R. F. Gribble, D.D. 
Austin Theological Seminary, Austin, Texas 


Official actions give imcontrovertable proof of an alarming lack of concern for the matntain- 
ing of doctrinal integrity within the U.S.A. Presbyterian Church. Here Dr. Gribble documents 
his statements. In our consideration of the proposed union of the churches it will be a sad day 
for both Presbyterianism and Protestantism if we place more emphasis on an ecclestastical or- 
ganization than we do on the imviolability of Christian doctrine itself. These facts are adduced, 
not to imply that liberalism is in the saddle only in the U.S.A. Church. We also have it in our 
own. But, unite the liberalism of the two churches and humanly speaking, the historic evan- 
gelical Presbyterian position will have been dealt a blow from which it might never recover. 


There are those who hold that liberalism in 
the U.S.A. Presbyterian Church is referrable to 
a few only, the like of which may be found in 
any denomination. There are, likely, relatively 
few,—but the few control and give stamp to the 
Church. Also, there are more than a few of our 
own leaders who say they have no reason to ques- 
tion the orthodoxy of U.S.A. men, but have full 
confidence in their loyalty to the fundamentals. To 
all of these, what is here set down should be 
enlightening. 


These data have appeared in print at various 
times. The documentation in most, is open for 
any to read. Here is but a partial list of matters 
which seem to have credible attestation. Would 
that none were true? There is ample time to make 
added investigation, and to show them false, if 
false they be. Truth is not slander: only the 
present and unparalleled crisis in Presbyterianism 
bids for their presentation. 


Further nofe that what is here entered, pertains 
to the controlling leadership of the U.S.A. Church, 
who will not likely resign when union comes. We 
do thank God that there appears no reason to ques- 
tion the loyalty of the membership and of the host 
of true evangelicals whom we sincerely “believe 
to comprise the great majority. 


The U.S.A. Church history shows decided tend- 
ency toward inclusivism, i.e., the tolerance of widely 
divergent views on the basal components of the 
Gospel as revealed in the Scriptures. In the 
American Church History Series, Vol. VI, p. 184, 
we read, regarding the Old and New School 
union, 1870, that it was accomplished by methods, 
which our own Church records indicate “involved 
the total surrender of all the great testimonies of 
the Church for the fundamental doctrines of grace.”’ 
This move was official. 


That the liberal element further prevailed in 
succeeding years is shown in the revised creed of 
1903, regarding which a Professor of Theology 
in one of our Seminaries stated that it was “one 
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of the most serious departures from historic 
Calvinism, of which history takes note.” This 
was official. 


The case of the fractional Cumberland union 
with the U.S.A. Church is also illustrative. The 
Cumberlands were not true Calvinists. And they 
entered the union by subscribing to a creed which 
they believed to have been watered down. It was 
on the basis of a reduced Calvinism, with some 
equivocation. The action was official. 


Twenty years later, following a number of in- 
stances in which candidates for the Ministry did 


not clearly express their views on cardinal points 


(Gen’l. Assy. Min. 1925, Judicial Cases), there 
were two men who “could neither affirm nor deny 
the Virgin Birth,” but who were licensed, and 
later ordained, and have continued in good standing 
in the Church. The action was official. 


In 1924, the Auburn Affirmation, endorsed by 
around 1300 ordained men of the U.S.A. Church, 
held that “the doctrine of inerrancy, intended to 
enhance the authority of the Scriptures, in fact 
impairs their supreme authority for faith and life, 
and weakens the testimony of the Church to the 
power of God unto salvation through Jesus Christ.” 
(Ordination question No. 1: ‘Do you believe 
the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to 
be the Word of God, the only INFALLIBLE 
tule of Faith and practice?’’) Indirect endorse- 
ment of official character was given the Affirma- 
tionists later. In 1936, the counsel for the accused, 
in trials relative to the Independent Board of For- 
eign Missions, having challenged the right of Af- 
firmationists to~sit as members of the trial bodies, 
on the ground that they were heretics, was over- 
ruled. The specifications of error were drawn in 
such fashion as to require the final court to declare 
that being an Affirmationist either did or did not 
impair a man’s standing in the Church. The As- 
sembly made the Commission’s decision its own. 
+“ Case for Compromise, by H. M. Griffiths. 
p. 28). 
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The Affirmationists and their sympathizers gave 
further interpretation of what they meant by that 
document, when under its aegis, men who made 
open denials of cardinal points of the Faith and 
even of the Bible, were maintained in good stand- 
ing, and even advanced to high honors in the 
Church. For example, one who was overwhelm- 
ingly elected to what is looked upon as the highest 
honor in the Church, writes, in ““What to Preach,” 
page 30: “Simple expository preaching seems the 
corrective of this unscriptural exaggeration” (the 
Virgin Birth); also in “Liberal Christianity,” 
p. 231, Daniel and II Peter are held to be for- 
geries; also in ““The Meaning of the Cross,’ pp. 
110, 113: “Certain hymns still perpetuate the theory 
that God pardons sinners because Christ purchased 
their pardon by His obedience and suffering. But 
forgiveness that is paid for is not forgiveness” 

“There is no cleansing blood which can 
wipe out the record of what has been. The Cross 
of Christ is not a means of procuring forgive- 
ness.” 


Another notable in the Church, an Affirmation- 
ist, in “Christian Faith and Modern Doubt,” p. 162, 
writes: “Literal infallibility of Scripture is a 
fortress impossible to defend.’”’ And, regarding the 
Resurrection, of which the Apostle Paul makes 
so much, as a positive and indispensable reality, 
the absolute of the whole Christian system, p. 284, 
“The future is hidden. Jesus apparently conquered 
death. But we do not know, except by an invincible 
surmise. Why pretend we do?” 


Most of the incidents referred to thus far oc- 
curred before 1941. During the Assembly of that 
year, the chairman of the Bills and Overtures Com- 
mittee, blocked an overture from Cedar Rapids 
Presbytery, which would have reaffirmed the funda- 
mentals of the faith, with 'the wording of a state- 
ment implying that the need for such pronounce- 
ment no longer existed, thus: ‘““This General As- 
sembly reaffirms the fidelity of the Church to its 
doctrinal standards, and declares itself convinced 
that its ministers and elders are loyal to their ordina- 
tion vows.” (Min. G.A. USA 1941, Vol. I, p.112) 
The chairman, in a book over his name, denies 
the Virgin Birth and the Vicarious Atonement! 
This action was official. 


A theological professor writes (Liberal Chris- 
tianity,” p. 221: “He (the Lord Christ) offers 
an illustration of a life lived wholly in fidelity to 
the Divine purpose, which may instruct and inspire 
others to bring their quite different lives into con- 
formity with the Divine Will’s quite different pur- 
pose for them. He serves man primarily as a tuning- 
fork, by which their souls may be attuned to the 
indwelling that soul as_fully as it is possible in a 
genuinely human life . . That is the meaning 
of the Divinity of Christ.” Page 217: “Complete 
immanence would occur in a genuine human per- 
son who shared as fully as it is possible for a truly 
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human life, the Vision and Purity and Purpose 
of God. That would be the Incarnation.” 


Another theological professor stated in this 
writer's hearing that “belief in the verbal inspira- 
tion of the Bible is the worst heresy in modern 
times.”” These are not all who have gone astray. 
They are officials in the Church, charged with the 
sacred responsibility of teaching youth. 


Dr. J. Gresham Machen, whose detailed, docu- 
mented ‘Modernism and the Board of Foreign 
Missions of the Presbyterian Church U.S.A.” 
shows instances of blatant heresy unrebuked by the 
U.S.A. Church, and which cites the refusal of 
that Board to deal with it, was expelled from the 
Church, apparently without constitutional warrant, 
and certainly without permission to make defense 
of his case on the true grounds of his accusation 
of doctrinal defection in the Church. This was 
official. 


In connection with the adjudication of this case 
against the Independent Board of Foreign=Mffissions, 
which a number of U.S.A. ministers erected and 
supported, including Dr. Machen, the General As- 
sembly Minutes, 1934, p. 110, contain this: “Any 
member who will not give to the authorized mis- 
sionary program is in the same position . . as 
one who refuses to take part in the Lord’s Supper.” 
And on p. 113 we read: “There is a definite and 
sacred obligation on the part of every member of 
the Presbyterian Church to support those objects 
designated by the authorized judicatory of the de- 
nomination When a written constitution 

contains prescribed provisions as to giving 
hos benevolent purposes, every member is in duty 
bound to observe these provisions with the same 
care and fidelity as he is bound to believe in Christ 
and to keep His commandments according to the 
doctrinal provisions set forth in that same con- 
stitution.” These statements are official. 


The Stated Clerk of the U.S.A. General As- 
sembly, in his installation speech, according to 
Presbyterian Life, Oct. 27, 1951, said: “You are 
wrong when by Presbyterian definition, you are 
in the minority against the considered and prayer- 
ful decision of your brethren. The Holy Spirit 
speaks through the actions and decisions of the 
Presbytery. In April, 1953, the Clerk wrote: 

During the thirties, when we did not 
allow schismatic Churches, following Dr. Machen’s 
leadership, to take their property with them, it 
secined to the representatives of our Church that 
it would be entirely unfair to reverse a long- 
standing policy which is basically Presbyterian, 
namely that decisions such as this are made by 
legally elected representatives of all the Churches 
and not congregation by congregation. The Sup- 
plementary Covenant and Agreement (of the pres- 
ent Plan of Union) should be thought of as some- 
thing which is allowed in the Plan of Union at 
the specific request of two denominations; that 
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it is a matter of grace and not of right. It should 
be noted that this provision applies for one year 
only, and will not apply to the united Church at 
any future time.” 


Pittsburg Presbytery, in 1951, according to a 
letter from a member of that body, who was 
present, ordained several men who were not in 
harmony with the standards of the Church, one 
of whom stated that there are only two books of 
the New ‘Testament which are_ trustworthy. 
This was an official act. 

In the same year, the Presbytery of Mahoning, 
ordained a candidate who held that there is no 
connection between the death of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and the forgiveness of sins. The certification 
of this is by letter from a member of that Presby- 
tery who on account of such violation of Scripture 
and Presbyterian creed, left the ~Presbyterian 
Church U.S.A., at great financial sacrifice, to take 
work in another Church. The act of the Presbytery 
was official. 

The Los Angeles Presbytery has repeatedly re- 
fused membership to three men in Presbyterian 
orders, teaching in Fuller Seminary, and refuses 
to allow candidates to attend. Whatever the cast 
of theological thought in Fuller, it does hold to 
the true Gospel. This attitude on the part of 
Presbytery seems strange indeed in view of the 
unhindered attendance of candidates at Union 
Seminary, N. Y., and the good standing of pro- 
fessors there, in the Presbyterian Church U.S.A., 
when it is an open secret that Union, N. Y., is 
definitely liberal. 


Of the New Curriculum regarding the Sunday 
school, in the U.S.A. Church, not a little has been 
written, adverse in character, with particular ref- 
erence to the minimization of the Deity of the 
Savior. But long before its publication, not yet 
complete, there was evidence of grievous errors, 
deficiencies, and omissions, in the U.S.A. litera- 
ture for teaching, as regards the depravity of man, 
the authority of the Bible, the supernatural rebirth, 
the Person of Christ, His death, and His resur- 
rection. Instances of all of these are found in 
publications for the year 1935, for which the docu- 
mentation is itemized in “The Case for Com- 


promise,” p. 29ff, H. M. Griffiths. 


From the now defunct but once thoroughly con- 
servative Presbyterian, in the issue of May 25, 
1948, under title of ‘““The Presbyterian Oligarchy,” 
we quute: “It is both amazing and incomprehen- 
sible to discover that ten men in the Presbyterian 
Church hold fifty-six major official denominational 
jobs, and five of these men hold thirty-five of these 
fifty-six appointments.”’ “Less than fifty men hold 
most of the key positions in the Church.” Of these 
men, there is no record as to how many are liberals 
in theology; there are some. Even more dangerous 
to the welfare of the Church,—all seem to be 
tolerant of heresy. 
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Do our people know these things? Should the: 
not be known and weighed in view of the conse- 
quences of a union to include such error and laxity’ 
Waiving other weighty, and all but insuperable 
barriers, in the minds of many in our own Church, 
here, in the matter of doctrine, more important 
than life itself, is the bar sinister to a merger which 
shall include the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. To 
enter into such combine under such circumstances 
would in our judgment, not only mean forsaking 
our Church’s historic testimony to the true Gospel, 
but also confessing that it is unimportant. 


LIQUOR 
Hospitals And Liquor 


Out of over 25,000 annual admissions to Belle- 
vue Hospital in New York City, 40 per cent is for 
drunkeness. 


Of all male admissions to mental hospitals in 
Massachusetts, 32 per cent are from alcoholism. 


Out of over 34,000 admissions for psychiatric 
services in all general hospitals in the U. S. over 
one half were Alcoholics. 


There is not a citizen in the community who does 
not have to help pay some of the costs of the liquor 
traffic. 


“A Shaker Of Cocktails And A Brandy’ 


A shocking Knoxville tragedy involving the 
social use of liquor profoundly disturbed that Ten- 
nessee city last year. 


A blast from a shotgun ended the life of a Uni- 
versity of ‘Tennessee graduate who was doing work 
on his doctorate. Drink cut short another prom- 
ising life. 

The accident which put an end to this young 
man’s life followed dinner at the home of a clergy- 
man who had no “prejudice” against drinking. 
The clergyman says that he and the young man 
had a shaker of cocktails before dinner, and a 
brandy afterward. 


Returning to his own home, the young man 
attempted to enter the house of a nearby neighbor 
who was his good friend. It was two o’clock in 
the morning. The householder demanded to know 
who was at the door. He got no satisfactory reply 
and became justifiably alarmed. The University 
student, unable to enter at the front, proceeded 
to the rear, and was shot. 


The young man was graduated from Maryville 
College—he received two undergraduate scholar- 
ships—one to Harvard and one to Vanderbilt. He 
chose to go to Vanderbilt. He was working on 
his A.M. and Ph.D. at the University of Ten- 
nessee at the time of his death and he was to have 
been married as soon as he completed his educa- 
tion. At Vanderbilt he was a member of Sigma 
Nu Fraternity and the glee club. 
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ANGLERS 


(By the Editor of The Testament For 
Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson No. 82 
The Man With The Withered Hand 


He was in the synagogue, this man with a with- 
ered hand, according to Matthew 12th chapter. 
He might have been there to worship. He might 
have been very poor, and drifted in there hoping 
the worshipers would have pity and help him. Any- 
how, he was there. It is quite possible to find people 
at church with withered hands. ‘They do not seem 
to be able to extend the hand in friendly greeting; 
they are what a lecturer called “buttoned-up folks.” 
Or possibly the hand is so withered that when 
the offering is taken it cannot gather up more than 
a quarter to drop into the collection plate. There 
are various kinds of withered hands, even some- 
times on church members; they just seem to be 
took weak for use. But this man in the synagogue 
was very fortunate, for Jesus came along. When 
Jesus comes into the picture something happens; 
withered hands come to life. It was so in this case. 
Jesus said, “Stretch forth thine hand, and he 
stretched it forth; and it was made whole, like as 
the other.”’ 


Anglers was reminded of this incident by an 
“experience” which came in the mail this week. It 
is as follows: 


Dear Anglers: 


There was a young man in the community who 


was living a very reckless life. One morning I 
learned he was in a very critical condition. I said 
to my wife if she would look after the school work 
a while I would go to see him. She asked, “Why 
go this morning?” I replied that I felt impelled 
to go at once and she agreed. When [ arrived 
at the home the mother of the young man received 
me and took me to his bedside. As I walked into 
the room. he recognized me. Realizing that his 
condition was serious, and knowing the kind of 
life he had been living, I talked to him about his 
soul and the Saviour. Then I read to him several 
passages in the Bible about confession of sin and 
accepting Christ as the only Saviour. As I began 
to offer a prayer, I said to him, “You repeat after 
me what I say.” Immediately I heard him strug- 
gling, and I heard him say faintly, “I can’t.” His 
mother, sitting by, said, “It isn’t that he doesn’t 
want to pray. He means that he is not able to 
pray.” So I went ahead, praying earnestly for his 
salvation. Then I said to him, “If you do now 
confess your sins unto God, and accept the Lord 
Jesus Christ as your personal Saviour, will you 


give me your right hand?” As I looked, he began 


to move the cover—and out came his hand to meet 
mine. Then I offered a prayer of thanksgiving 
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and bade him goodbye. As I walked out the door 
the mother came with me into the yard, and with 
a look of astonishment on her face, exclaimed, “I 
was amazed; he hasn’t been able to move his right 


hand for a week! 


“Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, 
saith the Lord of Hosts.”’ Zech. 4:6. 
—(Name withheld) 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO OWN aé leather- 
bound copy of THE TESTAMENT FOR 
FISHERS OF MEN? Send us an account of 
winning a soul to Christ in a 
personal interview (250 words 
or less). If it is used in the 
ANGLERS column, you 
receive this most vest- 
pocket size, Perso Worker’s 
Testament (King James Ver- 
| sion). No manuscripts returned 

| unless requested. THE TES- 
TAMENT may also be secured by sending 
two new one-year subscriptions to The 
Journal, or by remitting $3.25. 


Bible Story Books 


The Child’s Story Bible 

By Catherine F. Vos 
732 Pages, full color pictures, maps, index, scripture refer- 
ences, pronunciation guide, large, clear type, $3.95 postpaid. 


Egermeier’s Bible Story Book 

By Elsie E. Egermeier 
Three editions to choose from. “A” is complete Bible in 
story, 234 stories, 608 pages. ‘“B” is culture edition with 
every feature of “A” plus home-study section, 688 pages. 
“C” is deluxe gift edition, contains all features of “‘A’’; and 
“B” adding 16 pages of pictures and stories on life of 
Christ with 16-page photographic reproduction of Holy 

d scenes. $2.95. “B,” $3.95. “‘C,”’ $4.95. 


The Foster Bible Story Books © 

By Charles Foster 
An illustrative list of titles, including: Story Of The Gos- 
pel ($1.00), Story Of The Bible ($2.25), First Steps For 
Little Feet ($1.35), and Bible Pictures ($2.00). Each dis- 
tinctive, yet all true-to-the-Bible and especially adapted for 
small children. 


Marian’s Favorite Bible Stories 

By Marian Schoolland 
For children 3 to 8, carefully designed for this age group, 
large type, close to Bible narrative, full color pictures, all 
making a good all-around Bible Story Book for primary 
and intermediates. $1.50. 


Marian’s Big Book Of Bible Stories 

By Marian Schoolland 
Next step for children is this graded complete story book 
covering the entire Bible in faithful retelling of 226 stories. 
To protect your child from harmful stories untrue to the 
Biblical account, this book is par excellent. $3.50. 

Bible Stories For Boys And Girls 

By Theodore Engstrom 
Seventy stories from the Scripture for boys and girls 5 to 
10 years of age. Designed to lead young minds to a closer 
understanding and faith in the Word of God, this book is 
particularly fine for children not familiar with the Bible 


stories. $1.95. 
ORDER FROM 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
WEAVERVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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CONFLICT 


GORGEOUS NATURAL COLOR! 


Featuring 
JOAN WINMILL- ERIC MICKLEWOOD - CHARLES LENO 


with 
CLIFF BARROWS - GEORGE BEVERLY SHEA - COLLEEN TOWNSEND EVANS 
DOWN MOOMAW TEDD SMITH PAUL MICKELSON 
LONDON CRUSADE CHOIR 


Produced by Great Commission Films, HOLLYWOOD, 
in associetion with ANGLO-SCOTTISH PICTURES, LONDON, 
for BILLY GRAHAM EVANGELISTIC FILMS, INC., WASHINGTON 8, D. C. 


in the 
grip 
of life’s 
greatest 


Filmed Against the Backdrop of 
the Fabulous LONDON CRUSADE 
FACIORY workin: 


For Information on This Ana Other Films Contact... BILLY GRAHAM EVANGELISTIC FILMS, INC., 2627 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Washington 8,D.C. @ 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 28 


In Time Of Trouble 


Background Scripture: Psalms 46, 142. 
Devotional Reading: Psalms 77 :1-14. 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


“In the day of my trouble.” Who is there among the sons of men who does not have his day of 
trouble? We are not only “Born on a Battlefield,” but we are born into a troubled world, for sin 
has upset the world, and man is born to experience sorrows and trials and bereavement. 


What did you do in the day of. your trouble? What did the writer of Psalm 77 do? “In the day of 
my trouble, I sought the Lord.” ‘That was a wise thing for him to do. He had stretched out his hand 


in the night; his soul refused to be comforted; he 
was so troubled that he could not speak. Have 
you ever been in that condition? Most of us will 
have to say, Yes. 


He considered; he communed with his own 
heart; he made diligent search. He did some real 
heart-searching. Our troubles make us stop and 
think. I have seen men in the hospital, all bruised 
and broken, suffering with pain. While all was 
well with them they did not have time to stop and 
think; now they have nothing else to do. A well- 
known preacher once said that God had to stretch 
him on his back for months before He could speak 
to him. The worst part about all this is, that 
some forget all about what they promised when 
their trouble is over. I have known people like 
that, and I am afraid that most of us are prone 
to do the same thing. 


His memory began to assert itself; he remem- 
bered, and was troubled; he called to mind his 
song in the night. He began to ask some questions. 
Will the Lord cast off forever? Is His mercy clean 
gone forever? Doth His promise fail for evermore? 
Hath God forgotten to be gracious? Is He angry 
with me? I suppose that similar questions have 
troubled most of us. 


“T will remember 
tate on all Thy work. When we begin to “count 
our blessings’ we realize something of the good- 
ness of our God. In the day of our trouble is a 
good time to do some real thinking, and let our 
memories dwell on the works and promises of God. 


The two Psalms we tudy today might be called 
National Troubles (46), and Personal Troubles, 
(142). 


I. National Troubles: 
Psalm 46. 


This psalm was written to commemorate some 
great national deliverance, either under Jehosha- 
phat, or more likely, the deliverance from Sennach- 
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the Lord.” I will medi- 


erib under the good king, Hezekiah. This deliv- 
erance is described in the well-known poem by 
Byron. This psalm was the favorite psalm of Mar- 
tin Luther, and his hymn, A Mighty Fortress is 
Our God, is a sort of paraphrase of it. At critical 
times in a nation’s history, times of national peril, 
fear often takes possession of people. The cure 
for such fear is FAITH: God is our refuge and 
strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore 
shall we not fear. 


1. These national troubles are compared to 
fearful upheavals of the earth; earthquakes, tidal 
waves, and terrific storms. I have never been in 
an earthquake, but people tell us that when the 
solid earth begins to tremble beneath our feet 
even the stoutest hearts grow faint. The scientists 
tell us that the earth is trembling all the time, 
and that there is hardly a minute in the day when 
there is not a slight tremor somewhere. Some day 
there will be a complete change in our earth; it 
will melt with fervent heat. If we tremble now, 
what will we do in that day? 


A violent storm makes most people afraid. I 
have seen two or three severe hail-storms, when the 
lightning flashed and the thunder roared, and the 
wind blew as though it would tear everything to 
pieces. In the midst of such things the city of God 
stands secure. The enemy had come up like a fearful 
upheaval of nature, but Jerusalem was safe from 
the dreaded enemy. 


We not only live in a world which is physically 
trembling, and where severe earthquakes and tor- 
nadoes are of common occurrence, but we live in 
a world which is shaken by worse things than 
storms. Communism is far worse. It threatens 
to engulf the whole world. Our nation is in trouble 
as never before in its history. Our so-called “Al- 
lies” are deserting us; some of them may turn to 
Communism before this lesson is studied. What 
are we to do-in our time of trouble? 
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Will we trust our own wisdom and might, or 
will we turn to God. I, for one, believe that we 


should do as Hezekiah did, and then we would 


see the meaning of this great Psalm, and we could 


sing Luther’s great Hymn. 


II. Wears and Rumors of Wars: 
6-9. 


The heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved 
: He maketh wars to cease. The history 
of the world is a history of wars. From the battle 
of the four kings against five in the valley of salt 
down to our day the world has seldom been at 
peace. The preview of history given to Daniel 
(see Daniel 2 and 7) gives a picture of one world- 
conqueror after another. Jesus, in His Olivet dis- 
course tells of a war-torn world. John, in his 
visions on Patmos gives a graphic account in sym- 
bolic language of the conflict between the forces 
of good and evil. 


Who can bring order and harmony and peace 
to such a world? No man; no body of men; only 
God can make wars to cease unto the ends of the 
earth. Be still, and know that I am God. He 
has merely to utter His voice and the earth melts. 
What a verse for a world which is wallowing and 
foaming at the mouth, as helpless and pitiable as 
the poor demon-possessed boy whose father brought 
him to Jesus. This is no fanciful picture of a 
different world from ours; it is a true portrait of 
our modern world. Anyone with common sense 
can see that clearly. Our refuge and strength can 
only be found in God. 

III. Personal Troubles: 
Psalm 142. 


We pass from world-troubles to our own per- 
sonal troubles. If the troubles of the world make 
our heads swim and ache, our own troubles make 
our hearts ache. We are apt to have both headaches 
and heartaches. There are many of these personal 
Psalms in which the writers pour out their com- 
plaints before God. He does not hesitate to lay 
bare his very soul in this Psalm. 


The heading of this particular Psalm says, “A 


- prayer when he was in a cave.”’ David was hunted 


by the insane Saul like a wild beast and had to 
spend much of his time in caves. These trying 
experiences led him to turn to the only source of 
help; to Jehovah. There is a saying that when 
you are in a well the only way you can look is UP. 
It is much the same way when you are in a cave. 


“T cried unto the Lord.” ‘There are many kinds 
of prayer, and many definitions of prayer. Some- 
times this is the definition that fits best; prayer 
is often the cry that comes from a broken and 
bleeding heart. The only way a small child has 
of telling us of his troubles is to cry. We are but 
children as we face life with all of its burdens 
and sorrows. Let us not be too proud to cry, or 
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ashamed of our tears. A broken and contrite hear: 
will never be despised by Him. 


“Attend unto my cry.” Sometimes we turn « 
deaf ear to the cries of our children, and become 
irritated when they cry. This may be excusable 
when these cries come from spoiled children. A 
real father or mother, however, will hear and 
heed the cry of a frightened or hurt, or sick child. 
We are sometimes like spoiled children and our 
cries are like the discontented murmurings of the 
Israelites in their Wilderness journey. God will 
“attend” to a real cry for help. 


“When my spirit was overwhelmed within 
Who has not had some such experience? A man 
was telling me just yesterday about a little child— 
his brother’s child—who had been hit by an auto- 
mobile and severely injured. The spirit of both 
parents was overwhelmed. Nothing but prayer 
saved the child, he said. 


“No man that would know me . . . no man 
cared for my soul.” This is the cry of a lonely 
forsaken man. There are many such people in the 
world. When no man cares, let us remember that 
God cares. Paul in prison said, all have forsaken 
me, but the Lord stood by me. David was a fugi- 
tive. One of the few who came to him and en- 
couraged him was Jonathan, Saul’s son. Here is 
a real test of friendship. When David was a court 
favorite he had many friends; as a fugitive, most 
of his fair-weather friends deserted him. 


“Bring my soul out of prison.”’ Iron bars can- 
not imprison a man’s soul. Again we turn to Paul. 
As a prisoner he was free, while those who put 
him in prison were captives of sin. Faith will bring 
our souls out of prison. 


The Psalm ends with a note of confidence: thou 
shalt deal bountifully with me. Bring our troubles 
to God; He will deal bountifully with us. 


A COMMENTARY ON THE BIBLE 


By Matthew Henry 
Now again available after out of print. New bio- 
graphical edition. A monumen work that has been for 
nearly two centuries without an equal and is to Bible 
teachers and to ers what Shak is to secular 
literature. Comp in every ew ta cte-velame 
set, boxed, $24.50. Postpaid. 
Order From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville ... North Carolina 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Educational excellence. Member Southern Association Col- 
lege and Sesondary Schools. Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
A.A. and A.S. degrees. Graduates transfer ° Junior Class 


Moderate charges. Scholarships. Self-help. Second semester 
begins January 24, 1955. 


BYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Bex 38-W — Maxten, N. C. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 
YOUTH PROGRAM FOR NOVEMBER 28 


Religion 


Hymn: “For The Beauty Of The Earth” 

Prayer 

Scripture: John 4:5-26 

Hymn: “Lord, Thy Glory Fills The Heaven”’ 

Offering 

Hymn: “Spirit of God, Descend Upon My 
Heart”’ 


PROGRAM: 

It has been said that God Himself is the great 
Artist because of the marvelous beauty and order 
of His creation. Human art at its best is the at- 
tempt of the artist to express the beauty of God’s 
work as he sees it. Throughout the centuries there 
has been a close relation between fine art and re- 
ligion. Many of the world’s greatest paintings 
are on religious subjects. When we speak of re- 
ligion we refer, of course, to Christianity. While 
it is quite true that much of the best in art has 
a relation to religion, we must observe that there 
is a right and a wrong way for man’s works of 


art to be associated with the Christian religion. 


Our speakers will discuss the right use of art and 
its abuse in Christian worship and instruction. 


First SPEAKER: 
Whenever we consider the worship of God, we 


must bear in mind the nature of the God whom 


we worship and the manner of worship which He 
has prescribed. The words of Jesus on this sub- 
ject ought to be written on our minds and perma- 
nently fixed in our understanding. ‘‘God is a 
spirit, and they that worship Him must worship 
Him in spirit and in truth.” God is a spiritual 
God, and He must be worshipped in a spiritual 
way. This is the basic reason behind the Second 
Commandment where God says, ‘““Thou shalt not 
make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness 
of anything that is in heaven above, or that is 
in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under 
the earth: thou shalt not bow down thyself to 
them, nor serve them .”’ The sin is not in 
making an image or a likeness, but in using it as 
an object of worship. It is not wrong to take a 
photograph or to paint a picture, but it is wrong 
to set them up before us as a part of our worship 


to God. 


Our missionaries, who have come face to face 
with the problem of idolatry among their people 
are very much distressed when they find youth 
groups in America using pictures and other ma- 
terial objects as worship centers. Those who favor 
using worship centers argue that these things are 
ails to worship, and that they do not actually 
worship them, but that is exactly how the idola- 
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REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


And Art 


trous practices of Roman Catholicism developed. 
Then: too, there are undoubtedly many children 
and young people who never see the difference in 
the first place between an aid to worship and an 
object of worship, even though their teachers main- 
tain there is a distinction. We believe that having 
aids to worship is out of harmony with the Second 
Commandment and with the words of Christ about 
worship. 


Art does have a place in worship, and the Bible 
tells us what that place is. The house which is 
dedicated to the worship of God ought to be beauti- 
ful, and those whom God has endowed with artistic 
ability are the ones to make it beautiful. It is not 
necessary to have a beautiful building in which 
to worship God, but there is certainly no virtue 
in worshipping the Lord in the midst of ugliness. 
When the tabernacle and the temple were being 
built God specified that they should be beautiful 
and richly appointed. Read Exodus 35 and 36 to 
see how God called a man who was an artist with 
metals and jewels and fabrics to decorate the 
tabernacle. It is, then, in keeping with the teaching 
of the Bible to have artists beautify our churches 
with carved woodwork and stained glass windows. 
Man’s works of art can become the reflections of 
God’s love of beauty. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 

Art has made another fine contribution to re- 
ligion by the instruction which it gives. In the 
early years of the church there were very few 
Bibles, and few of the people could have read 
them had they been plentiful. Symbols were de- 
vised to represent the spiritual truths of Chris- 
tianity. These symbols, together with pictures of 
the Bible stories, were worked into the stone, wood 
and stained glass windows of the cathedrals, and 
the saying developed that “the cathedrals are the 
Bible of the poor.” Of course, this was not an 
ideal arrangement, but during many years art 
served to instruct the ignorant in the things of God. 


Pictures have not ceased to be useful in the field 
of religious instruction. When we were children, 
our Sunday School papers and quarterlies were 
more meaningful to us because they were illus- 
trated. One Sunday School writer has used stick 
figures to illustrate the lesson and to catch the 
interest of many people. We usually think of 
art as painting and drawing, but there is a new 
development in the field which is proving valuable 
to the church and its program of education. We 
are speaking of the photograph and the projected 
picture. Through these media the Bible lands 
can be brought before our eyes, we can see our 
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missionaries at work on the foreign fields, and 
we can have a share in many things important to 
Christians, such as the Billy Graham campaigns. 


The ability to use brush, carving tool, or camera 
artistically comes from God. It is good to know 
that many who have been granted these skills are 
using them to the glory of God and the profit of 
the church. 


Women’s Work 


Enabling The 
Blind To See 


Up to the end of 1953, a total of 425,206 em- 
bossed volumes and Talking Book records were 
sent to the blind throughout the world by the 
American Bible Society, in 37 different languages 
and systems. And their numbers grow every day. 


Through friends of the Bible and of the blind, 
the society has increasingly been able to bring 
Bibles to the blind at a very small fraction of 
actual cost. In needy cases, the Society finds dis- 
creet ways of presenting the Bibles as a gift. 


Often, Bibles for the blind radiate their in- 
spiration to the sighted as well. A blind Cali- 
fornia lawyer wrote a warm note of gratitude 
upon receipt of his first Bible in Braille. He could 
now teach his Sunday School class of sighted young- 
sters through the use of his fingertips, rather than 
having to depend on his memory. 


The sightless in the United States are naturally 
an important concern in the ever-widening program 
of the American Bible Society. 


Each day brings new awareness of the vast un- 
satisfied demand for Bibles for the blind. A man 
telephoned to the Bible House in New York City 
from Tennessee. A few days later, when he ar- 
rived in Miss Barrett’s office and received his fav- 
orite volume of Scripture Passages in Braille, he 
said very simply with an expression of serenity 
new to him, “This is what I have been waiting 
for for a lifetime.” 


But there is also great need for Bibles for the 
blind in the far-flung corners of the globe. ‘There 
is special importance in this foreign work as modern 
transportation and communication are unifying the 
interests of the world. 


For example, the blind Bible Woman in Mexico 
City, who, for 47 years, was a colporteur for the 
American Bible Society’s Agency there, brought 
the people the Word of God and the Message of 
Brotherhood. With head erect and white hair fram- 
ing a gentle face, Guadalupe Rosillo was a familiar 
sight in many spots throughout the city as she 
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read aloud from the Bible with her fingers to 
groups gathered around her. There are increasing 
appeals from Latin America for Braille Scriptures 
in their own languages. 


During 1953, a new edition of the New Testa- 
ment in Korean Braille was completed. The work 
in Korea demonstrates the persistence of the So- 
ciety despite unfortunate set-backs. When the Com- 
munists entered Seoul early in the Korean War, 
they burned the Bible House there and destroyed 
the Scriptures in Korean Braille. Arrangements 
were immediately started for making new plates, 
and for getting off shipments of paper and binding 
materials from the United States. Last year, at 
a new Bible House in Pusan, several hundred 
copies of the new edition of the New ‘Testament 
in 10 volumes of Korean Braille were printed 
and distributed. Then disaster struck again when 
this Bible House was burned by a fire of unknown 
origin. Needless to say, renewed efforts are once 
again under way to meet the emergency calls for 
more Scriptures for the blind of this devastated 


_ land. 


At the opposite side of the world in a school in 
Lebanon, the first book ever received by blind teen- 
agers that they could read for themselves was the 
first edition of the Society’s “Small Volume of 
Scripture Passages” in Arabic Braille. 


The American Bible Society’s work for the blind 
began in the United States in 1835, just 19 years 
after the Society was founded in 1816, and is only 
one of many foreign and domestic activities of the 
Society. 


To promote all the activities of the American 
Bible Society, people throughout our country are 
signing the “World Good Will Book” to put more 


( Bibles into the hands of those who seek its comfort 


and guidance. 


We Are Thankful... 
Are You? 
“Render unto the Lord the praise due unto Him.” 


The following are expressions from five parties 


of the things for which they are most grateful 


this Thanksgiving season— 


“To the kind and merciful Father we are most 


thankful for the restoration of health to the head 


of our family. Anxiety was relieved by the presence 
of the Great Physician during the long hours of 
illness and recuperation. Relying on His promises 
has brought us safely thus far with confident faith 
for the future.” 
Dot and Ben Carmichael, 
_ Business man and wife. 


“I am most thankful that the Lord blessed me 
much more than I deserved when, two years ago, 
He led me to unite with the church at Glomawr. 
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{t wasn’t troubles or difficulties—as it sometimes 
is—but I just decided the best way to show my 
appreciation to Him was to dedicate my life to His 
service.” 

Jody Ritchie, 

Active Layman in 


Home Mission Field. 


“The thing for which I am thankful is that the 
Holy Spirit spoke to my soul, when a small child, 
leading me to make a public profession of faith in 
Jesus Christ, and that through a long life of more 
than three quarters of a century, I have been per- 
mitted to render a bit of service, along many lines 


_of work in the Master’s Kingdom.” 


(Miss) Eva M. Cavers 
Active Older Adult. 


“We are grateful for the experience of parent- 
hood, and for the fact that the children are God’s 
and not ours alone. We are glad for the angels 
that guard them when we cannot and for the Holy 
Spirit to teach and guide them. And we are glad 
that life consisteth not in the abundance of things 
possessed.” 

Parents of Young Children. 
Jane D. and David Stitt, 


For what are you most grateful—why not try 
writing your expression of gratitude in a fifty-word 
message? ‘The spiritual exercise in praise and 
thanksgiving opens the door for God’s fuller and 
richer blessings. 


Family Worship 
At The Table 


“And he took bread, and when he had given 
thanks, he brake it.” (Luke 22:19) 


The family table provides the most suitable time 
and favorable environment for the character and 
religious training of children. The family assembles 
naturally at the table. The child comes in with 
an alert mind and soon becomes as interested in 
the table conversation as he is in the food. Since 
this is the only time that the entire family is 
regularly together in many homes, the table hour 
furnishes the best and most natural opportunity for 
moral and religious training. 


The home is the most influential agency in build- 
ing the character of youth. It is not enough to 
provide for the material comforts and the intel- 
lectual development of the children. The spiritual 
nature must be cultivated and the moral atmosphere 
surrounding the children should be carefully con- 
sidered. God has given to parents a most sacred 
opportunity and obligation for the moral and re- 
ligious leadership of the children, who receive their 
< deepest, and most lasting impressions in the 
ome. 
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Family worship will help every member of your 
household. You may have the most sacred, helpful 
and happiest experiences around the family table. 


Parents should not do all the praying and read- 
ing of the Scriptures. This is to be a family service. 
Teach the children to pray. Each child should 


learn to pray. 


Members of the family may be called upon to 
participate. A family may say a prayer in unison 
at the breakfast table. Mary may make her prayer 
at lunch. Robert may read the Scripture lesson 
and father or mother may say an extemporaneous 
prayer or lead in the Lord’s Prayer. 


Begin now. Establish family worship at the 
table if you do not already have a plan. 


Church News 


THE GENERAL FUND AND 
INTERCHURCH AGENCIES 


Statement of Receipts 


January 1 - October 31, 1954 
THE GENERAL FUND 


Budget for 1954 $7 16,899.00 
Receipts to date 280,407.98 
Percentage of annual budget 39.11 
Balance needed for the year $436,491.02 


INTERCHURCH AGENCIES 


Budget for 1954 $ 22,000.00 
Receipts to date 10,313.82 
Percentage of annual budget 

received to date 46.8 
Balance needed for the year 11,686.18 


E. C. Scott, Treasurer. 


Still They Come 


Overture To St. Johns Presbytery 
From The Session Of 
Hyde Park Presbyterian Church 


The Session of the Hyde Park Presbyterian 
Church at its regular monthly meeting held Oc- 
tober 4, 1954, unanimously adopted the following 
overture: 


We, the Session of the Hyde Park Presbyterian 
Church, urge St. Johns Presbytery at its next 
regular meeting to docket and call for a vote on 
the proposed union of the U.S., U.S.A., and U.P. 
Churches. 


That we see no reason for further delay on 
this matter so vital to our church, that is causing 
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so much bitterness, strife, and division in our 
church. 


That we would like to see the question settled 
as quickly as possible so that our church could 
center its activities on more important things, that 
is - saving souls for our Lord and Master. 


We further overture St. Johns Presbytery to 


vote against this proposed union. 


For information to St. Johns Presbytery, the 
Session of the Hyde Park Presbyterian Church 
has gone on record as opposing this Union unani- 
mously, fourteen Elders being present at the meet- 
ing. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Chas. A. Baughman, Clerk 
SESSION OF THE HYDE PARK 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Dated Tampa, Fla. 
October 5, 1954 


Rev. Marion E. Melvin, D.D. 


Dr. Marion Edmund Melvin died at Melbourne, 
Florida, after a brief illness on November 2, 1954. 
He had been organizer and pastor of the East- 
minster Presbyterian Church in that city for the 
past five years. 


Dr. Melvin was born at Camden, Miss., Sept. 
23, 1876. He was graduated from Southwestern 
University, then at Clarkesville, Tenn.,; in 1898, 
and from the Southwestern Theological Seminary 
in 1900. On July 4, 1900, he was licensed and 
ordained at Jackson, Miss., by Central Mississippi 
Presbytery. He served as pastor at Brandon and 
Forest and Port Gibson, Miss., then as president 
of Chamberlin-Hunt Academy at Port Gibson. 
He spent several years as field secretary of schools 
and colleges under the church’s Committee on 
Christian Education. He directed campaigns in 
North Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia, Ten- 
nessee and other states that secured a grand total 


of $8,000,000 for the cause of Christian Education. 


In the 20’s he served as the first Secretary of 


‘Stewardship our church ever had, with headquarters 


at Chattanooga. During this period he wrote the 
book on stewardship ‘Royal Partnership,” still 
used as a study book and considered by many as 
still the finest book on Stewardship ever written. 


He served as President of Westminster College 
at Fulton, Mo., from 1927 to 1932, as pastor of 
the church at Mangum, Okla., from 1935 to 1942; 
pastor of the Southminster Church of Oklahoma 
City from 1942 to 1949, and served at Melbourne, 
Fla., until his death. 


ORDER YOUR BOOKS FROM 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
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Montgomery Presbytery 


Montgomery Presbytery met in its 234th Stated 
Session in the Low Moor Church of Low Moor, 
Virginia, on Tuesday, October 26, 1954, with 44+ 


ministers and 46 Ruling Elders present. 
Rev. D. D. Young was elected Moderator. 


A commission was appointed to organize a 
church at Wildwood Chapel of Salem, Virginia. 


Rev. William R. Sengel of Radford, Virginia, 
was dismissed to Missouri Presbytery that he may 
become pastor of the First Presbyterian Church 
of Fulton, Missouri. 


Rev. J. M. Kennedy was received, from Po- 
tomac Presbytery, and arrangements made for his 
installation as pastor of the Falling Spring Church. 


Rev. J. T. Hayter, Jr., of Wilmington Pres- 
bytery was received and arrangements made for 
his installation as pastor of the Churches of Fin- 
castle and Mountain Union. 


Candidate Paul D. Buzard was dismissed to 
Abingdon Presbytery that he may become pastor 
of the Jewel Valley Church and White Wood 
Chapel. 


Dr. J. Hervey Ross gave an especially well 
received address on ‘Missions in Mexico.” 


Rev. P. G. Cosby, III, was elected Permanent 
Clerk for a three-year term. 


Rev. John E. Richards made an address on 
Stewardship, which Presbytery thought it wise to 
order to be printed at its own expense for dis- 
tribution to all our pastors, elders, and deacons. 


Rev. E. A. Smyth, IV, spoke concerning plans 
for enlarging the building and work at the student 
center at Blacksburg, Virginia, so as to minister 
more effectively to the students at V.P.I. 


Five hundred dollars was given to the Pearisburg 


Church. 
Mr. Claude McMillion of the First Presbyterian 


Church of Covington, Virginia, was received under 
the care of the Presbytery as a Candidate for the 
Ministry of the Gospel. 


The pastoral relation between Rev. R. W. Chil- 
dress and the Slate Mountain Church was dis- 
solved so that a new grouping of Churches may 
be formed. 


Rev. E. M. Williamson was nominated to be 
our next Moderator. 


The selection of the place and time of the next 
Stated Meeting to be held in January, 1955 (the 
235th) was left in the hands of the Stated Clerk. 
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Have you, too, been over-looking 
“The Best Investment 
the World”? 


\ 


Read what these people say ...then send for this booklet. 


We received this letter fom a man in Texas 
(name furnished on request): 


“One of your booklets has fallen into my 
hands and it would appear from its perusal 
that the impossible is made possible, in that 
one can have their cake and eat it too. I un- 
derstand that a certain part of the funds given 
you can be deducted as a donation on income 
tax forms, and also a part of the interest re- 
ceived from you can be deducted for a certain 
number of years. It looks like I have been over- 
looking the best investment in the world. I only 
hope to increase the amount sent you many 
fold during the next few years.” 


He was referring to our Annuity Gift plan, 
whereby one can buy a guaranteed life-time 
income for himself or for another person and 
at the same time make a gift of the principal 
to Foreign Missions. 


His letter is only one of many in our files 
from happy annuitants. A widow in Florida 
writes: 


“After my husband's death I turned over his 
life insurance funds to the Board of World Mis- 
sions on the Annuity plan. This has proved 
most satisfactory, insuring relief from the un- 
certainty of making safe investments, prompt 
interest payments and that the funds would 


i finally be used as we desire they should be.” 
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A retired missionary who is an annuitant 
writes from North Carolina: 


“Tt is a most attractive plan by which those 
who desire to aid the world-wide extension of 
the Kingdom of God can do so without depriv- 
ing themselves of the necessities of life. The 
Annuity Fund provides an opportunity by 
which a lover of the Kingdom may be a chan- 
nel of blessing to benighted souls throughout 
the earth by the investment of funds that will 
bring him an interest which will compare favor- 
ably with rates secured from the leading busi- 
ness concerns. All the while he is comforted by 
the assurance that his investment is under the 
control of an absolutely trustworthy agency 
who has at heart not only the best interest of 
the investor but also the greatest good of the 
benighted nations of the earth. Best of all, his 
investment continues to discharge his benefi- 
cent mission after the investor has finished his 
earthly career and joined the ranks of the great 
company before the Throne.” 


Our Annuity Gift plan offers many advan- 
tages. Let us send you, without charge or ob- 
ligation, a copy of our booklet, “A Guaranteed 


_ Lifetime Investment with Mutual Benefits for 


Yourself and Others.” 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER. 
BOARD OF WORLD MISSIONS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 
POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 
"To Forergu Misstons a Share’ 
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Fire IN Tuy Donald G. Miller, 
Abington Press, Nashville, Tennessee. $2.50. 


It is refreshing to have a seminary professor to 
write on the subject “Fire In Thy Mouth” be- 
cause many seminaries have the reputation of being 
theological refrigerators. 


This book originated in a series of lectures given 
in 1951 before the faculty and student body of 
Austin Theological Seminary. It was written to 
voice the deep conviction that there can be no true 
or permanent spiritual recovery until the Bible 
gets back into a position of centrality in the mod- 
ern pulpit. He holds that “a regular diet of 
Biblical faith is necessary to grow robust souls.” 


Dr. Miller sets forth a conception of preaching 
which is formulated from the Bible itself. He 
maintains that preaching is not saying words but 
accomplishing a Deed—the actualization of re- 
demption in the lives of men as the redeeming Word 
is announced and responded to in faith. He argues 
vigorously that the Bible as a record of God’s 
redemptive Deed is the only valid basic source 
from which true preaching may be attempted. He 
insists that either we bear witness to the Deed 
and by that witness the Deed is prolonged and 
made effective or we do not preach. He writes, 
“To comment on the times, no matter how in- 
cisively; to set forth a philosophy of life no matter 
how effectively; to state even a theology no matter 
how clearly; to moralize no matter how win- 
somely—none of these is in essence Christian preach- 
ing. For these are not unique to Christianity. They 
are commentators, philosophers, theologians, moral- 
izers, who bear no relation to the Christian faith 
at all. It is only as these are transformed in the 
broad context in reproducing the deed of redemp- 
tion that they can be Christianized.”’ 


Following St. Paul, Dr. Miller points out that it 
was by the preaching of the Gospel that God had 
been pleased to save men. With this thought in 
mind, he adds, ‘For much that passes as the best 
preaching in our time could hardly be rated true 
preaching at all by this New Testament standard.” 
Again he states, “Our day is waiting for a recovery 
of this New Testament understanding of the mean- 
ing and importance of preaching. Protestantism is 
not likely to rise much higher than the level of 
the pulpit. Romanism can survive without great 
preaching but Protestantism cannot, and it is the 
failure of Protestants to understand the nature 
and function of preaching that makes them cast 
longing eyes toward Rome and indulge in the 
mimicry of altars, vestments and pageantry which 
is invading Protestantism with alarming rapidity. 
The element of alarm lies not in any inherent 
wrong in these things but in the loss of the things 
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which they replace. They are symptomatic of the 
hunger which they can meet only poorly. They 
are vain efforts to supply what must be met at a 
deeper level. We are not priests; we are prophets, 
We do not officiate at altars; we are living voices 
through whom Christ wants to speak. What the 
priest vainly tries to do in the Mass, our pulpits 
are given us to do.”’ 

This reviewer does not always see eye to eye 
theologically with Dr. Miller, but he would like 
to express his appreciation for this enthusiastic 
presentation of the challenge in our day to preach 
the Gospel of Christ with burning passion. The 
reader of this volume will very likely be inclined 
to pray that God will make His words in our 
mouths fire. (Jeremiah 5:14) —J.R.R. 


THE GospeLt Accorpinc To Mark. Ernest 
Trice Thompson. John Knox Press, Box 1176, 
Richmond 9, Virginia. $2.95. 


Dr. Thompson has prepared this volume pri- | 


marily for laymen. His concern has been with the 
significance of Mark’s Gospel for the present day. 


The author is under the impression that the 
Gospel according to Mark is probably the least 
read of all the Gospels, even though it is the earliest 
of the four. He holds the book of Mark in high 
respect and states that if we want to see Jesus 
as He walked and talked in Galilee, and as He 
impressed His contemporaries as He really was 
Son of man as well as Son of God, then we turn 
best to the Gospel according to Mark. 


As to authorship, Dr. Thompson holds that 
Mark was the writer of this gospel. He believes 
that the external testimony is corroborated by 
the internal evidence within the gospel itself. He 
writes, “There are innumerable little touches that 
could have come only from an eye witness.” 


This reviewer does not follow Dr. Thompson 
entirely in his explanation of Christ dealing with 
the Gerasene demoniac. We feel that his treat- 
ment is rather weak. We especially disagree with 
him on page 101 where he writes ‘,‘Paul says that 
Jesus emptied Himself of many of His divine 
attributes when He became man. (Philippians 
2:7)” We do not so interpret this passage. The 
best exegetes interpret it to mean that He emptied 
Himself of all thought of self. From a theological 
point of view, it is impossible for Christ to empty 
Himself of any of His divine attributes. There 
was never a time when He was not God com- 
pletely although He was perfect man from the 
time of His incarnation. 


Dr. Thompson has given a clear outline to 
Mark’s Gospel and his comments on each section 
are fresh and suggestive. Sunday School teachers 
could utilize this volume in preparing lessons on 
this Gospel. Ministers could employ this work 
in a helpful manner at mid-week prayer services. 


—J. R.R. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


> © re 


BOOKS 

Na 
we 
Nat 

| NO 


CHURCH PAPER WEER eC. 


The Southern 


Presbyterian Journal 
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$2.50 will enter your subscription 
to this outstanding Christian pub- 
lication — now recognized as 
America’s most effective paper 
having to do with the historic 
Presbyterian faith. 


@ Challenging and thought-provoking 
Editorials. 


@ A careful Guide to the Teaching of every 
Sunday School Lesson. 


@ An outline and discussion of the Young 
People’s Programs. 


@ Helps for your Women of the Church Pro- 
grams. 


@ A Column on Personal Work (Anglers). 
@ Liquor—A Temperance Feature. 

@ The Tithe—Practical Stewardship. 

@ Church News. 


@ Splendid articles on Bible Study and Teach- 
ing. 


@ Discussion of Church Problems. 
@ Reviews of New books. 


Order Through Your Church Secretary of Literature or Mail Your $2.50 Direct To 
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